Year 9 — Home Learning 1

Reading — Task One

“You think he torched the car himself
for the insurance money?’ asked
Senior Sergeant Darren Martin.

“Yes, Sir, | do, But | don't know how
we're going o prove it," replied Police
Constable Sam Payne. ‘It's all too neat
and tidy for my lking."

They were talking about the theft and
buming of businessman, Bobby Powell's
car. It was a new model Mercedes and
Very expensive,

busy so | had to park around a comer
about two streets away, When | had just
about reached the bank | realised I'd left
some papers | needed in the car, | went
back and saw that my car was missing.
| should have called the palice straight
away, | know, but | took my wife's car
and went looking for the Mercedes.

‘Let's go over his statement again,'
suggested the senior officer,

Constable Payne pulled out the
filing cablnet drawer and located the
statement that Powell had glven the
day after the supposed theft, He began
reading It aloud,

""Monday, January 22nd, 2006 ..,
Statement glven by Rabert Gregory
Powell. .. Yesterday | was golng about
my business as usual, | typed some
letters on my word processor and
answered my emalls, | work from my
office at home, Al about 11 o'clock that
maming | drove Into town, | went Into
the post office to buy some stamps.
After doing this | dimbed into my car
agaln and went to the bank, It was quite

**| saw same smoke on a deserted road
on the outskirts of town—near the clty
garbage dump. When | drove down
there | saw the remains of my car, still
smoking.” End of statement.”

‘Say, this bird's got a bit of form with us,
hasn't he? asked Sergeant Martin,
"Yes, Sir, replied Payne. ‘Mostly small
time scams, |ast year he advertised a
sure-fire methed of cutting household
bills in half,

'Oh yes, | remember now, People sent
him money and he mailed them a pair
of sclssors. We got him on a similar scam
a year earller

'Oh? What was that one, Sir?" asked
Payne.

'He ran an ad promising to tell the
secret used by wealthy people to be
come rich, said the Senior Sergeant.
‘And what did they get for their money,
Sir?" enquired Payne.

“They got a single sheet of wiiting paper
with the word ‘CHEAT" written on It In
bald letters.'

‘Anything connected to Insurance money
before?” asked the young constable,
"Two things. His wite once, supposedly,
had some Jewels stolen, Powell's story
was on the nose but, in the end, the
insurance company had to pay out.
‘The other time s now. But he won't
get away with [t this time, He's going to
spend some time In Jail, making number
plates for other people’s expensive
cars, sald the Senlor Sergeant, closing
the drawer of the filing cabinet. ‘Come
onl Let’s go and drag him In here now
and charge him, The story he tald in his
statement has to be a lie.' @

Use your comprehension and
detective skills to find out how
the Senlor Sergeant knew that
Powell was not telllng the truth |
In his statement, '
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1. Write short answers to the questions below, T ey

(a) What sort of car did Powell have? — () What did he advise peaple 1o do 1o become rich?
(b) What did Sam Payne think Powell had done to the R

@’ — (o) On what else had Poweli chaimed insurance?

(c) What did Senlor Sergeant Martin suggest they go over . -
again’ . — (p) What dic Senior Sergeant Martin suggest Powell
(d) What was the day of Powell's statement? would be making in jail? _
{e) On which day did the events take place? R ._,____:
- 2. Senior Sergeant Martin quickly worked out that
' Powell was a fraud. He paid special attention to
() What did Powel say he'd done before going into town? the clues. In a few sentences, tell where Powell
went wrong.

(@ Wheredidhegofstt = |
(h) Where didhe gopext? . -
] memmmwbdhehmqrpm?
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() Why did he go back to the car® o

(K What did he do rather than go to the police straight

awayl

() Where did he find his car? ___

(m) What had Powell sent to peaple to help them cut
household bills in half?




Task Two

Use the ideas below to write a spy story:

Writing
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